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4.8 Undesirable effects

Multiorgan hypersensitivity reactions

Multiorgan hypersensitivity reactions (also known as Drug Reaction with Eosinophilia and
Systemic Symptoms, DRESS) have been reported rarely in patients treated with
levetiracetam. Clinical manifestations may develop 2 to 8 weeks after starting treatment.
These reactions are variable in expression, but typically present with fever, rash, facial
oedema, lymphadenopathies, haematologic abnormalities and can be associated with
involvement of different organ systems, mostly the liver. If multiorgan hypersensitivity reaction
is suspected, levetiracetam should be discontinued.
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