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Special 

warnings 

and 

precautions 

for use 

Pneumonia in patients with COPD 

 

An increase in pneumonia has been observed in 

patients with COPD receiving fluticasone 

furoate/vilanterol. There was also an increased 

incidence of pneumonias resulting in 

hospitalisation. In some incidences these 

pneumonia events were fatal (see section 4.8). 

Physicians should remain vigilant for the 

possible development of pneumonia in patients 

with COPD as the clinical features of such 

infections overlap with the symptoms of COPD 

exacerbations. Risk factors for pneumonia in 

patients with COPD receiving fluticasone 

furoate/vilanterol include current smokers, 

patients with a history of prior pneumonia, 

patients with a body mass index <25 kg/m2 and 

patients with a (forced expiratory volume) 

FEV1<50% predicted. These factors should be 

considered when fluticasone furoate/vilanterol 

is prescribed and treatment should be re-

evaluated if pneumonia occurs. 

 

Pneumonia in patients with COPD 

 
An increase in the incidence of pneumonia, 

including pneumonia requiring hospitalisation, 

has been observed in patients with COPD 

receiving inhaled corticosteroids. There is 

some evidence of an increased risk of 

pneumonia with increasing steroid dose but 

this has not been demonstrated conclusively 

across all studies. 

 

There is no conclusive clinical evidence for 

intra-class differences in the magnitude of the 

pneumonia risk among inhaled corticosteroid 

products. 

 

Physicians should remain vigilant for the 

possible development of pneumonia in patients 

with COPD as the clinical features of such 

infections overlap with the symptoms of 

COPD exacerbations.  

 

Risk factors for pneumonia in patients with 

COPD include current smoking, older age, low 

body mass index (BMI) and severe COPD. 
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